
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Access to Nature Education pack 



This pack has been developed by EcoACTIVE Education as part of the “Access to Nature” 

project that aims to help more people connect with nature and learn about the wildlife in 

Daubeney Fields.  This project has been made possible thanks to generous funding from the 

National Lottery Fund through the Heritage Lottery Fund. We hope that this education pack 

will provide teachers and school staff with ideas and resources and support them to deliver 

curriculum linked lessons that take learning outside the classroom. 

 

 

 

1. What is learning outside the classroom and why is it important? 

2. Planning for learning outside the classroom. 

3. Ideas for starting activities outdoors 

4. Eco-calendar: A list of national days to help you take learning outside 

5. Teaching science outdoors; a list of activities and ideas of science 

equipment you can make with the children. 

6. Curriculum links tables; A list of activity ideas for each subject. 

7. Subject specific worksheets and resources  

8. Project work: The Orchard. 

9. Encouraging wildlife in your school grounds  

10. Park specific information: Daubeney Fields 

11. Wildlife identification guides 

12. List of resources and sites for further reading/ lesson plan ideas. 
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Learning outside the classroom is any learning that takes place outside the classroom. It can 

take place anywhere including; a visit to a place of worship, local park or even a lesson 

taught outside within school grounds.  Learning outside the classroom is about giving 

children and young people a range of experiences that excite and challenge them to help 

them learn. This education pack focuses on the use of parks and green spaces, in particular 

Daubeney Fields, as a teaching and learning tool.  

 

 

 

There has been much research in recent years regarding people’s connection to nature. In 

2010, The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) produced a report, Every Child 

Outdoors, which highlighted some of the benefits of connecting with nature including;  

 Health and wellbeing through increased physical activity and improved mental 

health. 

 Personal, social and emotional development through teamwork, improved 

communication skills, increased confidence, self –awareness and self-esteem, 

independence and development of effective coping strategies to become resilient 

individuals. 

 Educational benefits through increased participation, improved behaviour, 

increased achievement, stronger motivation to learn and providing first hand 

experiences. 

Alongside these positive impacts of an increasing connection with nature, we also believe 

that learning outside the classroom provides benefits for both teachers and pupils. Learning 

outside the classroom can help enrich and support the teaching of every aspect of the 

National Curriculum and we hope you can use this education pack to gain ideas of 

curriculum linked activities for each subject. 

Why is learning outside the classroom important? 

What is learning outside the classroom? 



 

 
Tip 

How it can help 

Set expectations before 
going out  

Reduce any nerves as pupils know what is expected. Emphasises the need to 
care for themselves, others and the natural environment. 

Go out repeatedly With regular exposure to learning in different contexts, pupils will know the 
rules and expectations of outdoor learning. 

Appropriate clothing Pupils must be wearing appropriate clothing not only to protect themselves 
but also to learn the skills of how to take care for and look after themselves. 

Be sensitive to fears/ 
perceptions 

We want pupils to have positive experiences of the real world and fear will 
impact on any learning opportunities. 

Keep it simple Reduced attention span to listen to long instructions when outdoors. Be 
aware of which direction pupils are facing when listening to you (i.e. not 
staring into the sun). 

Circle up Encourages better listening skills and if showing something to the pupils it 
should mean everyone can see. 

Meeting dogs off the lead Do the X factor (cross your arms over your body) and wait for the dog to 
leave. Encourage pupils not to go up to dogs in a park without checking they 
are friendly. 

Evaluate outdoors This gives a context to their learning and will give more valuable feedback. 

No pick no lick Encourage pupils to be curious about the natural world but use this rule to 
make sure children don’t pick living things, eat anything or touch their 
mouths after handling natural objects. 

Leave no trace Encourage pupils to be respectful of the natural world by making sure they 
leave the place as they found it (or better).  

 

 

 

 

Planning for an outdoor session should be the same as planning for any learning. It should 

have clear learning objectives that are measurable so you know how you will assess the 

learning taking place. Here is a guide to planning an outdoor learning experience; 

1) Introduction: Introduce the topic in the classroom with an activity that promotes interest 

and intrigue (e.g., the topic is studying birds and their habitats). 

2) Journey out (starter): Simple activities that create the right mood within the group for 

learning outdoors, raise awareness of the natural environment and introduce the main 

topic. Following the example above ask pupils spot any birds flying and ask them to be 

looking out for signs of birds’ nests on the way to the site. 

Planning for learning outside the classroom 

 

Tips for teaching outside the classroom 



3) Main activity (development):  the group go off and do a task them come back together at 

the end. In the example; set pupils off to go and find a suitable place to build their nest, 

carefully choose the materials needed to build and design and build a nest fit for purpose. 

4) Reflection/sharing: This is an important time for children to reflect on what they’ve 

learned, evaluate the learning and challenge any misconceptions. In the example this might 

be, taking a class walk to see each bird’s nest in turn. Discussing how they chose their 

materials and nesting site and identifying the key features to building a nest (safe from 

predators, materials that are waterproof, insulating and a nest that is well build to 

withstand strong winds). 

5) Journey back: This can be used to reinforce learning. In the example, can they see any 

nests? Are they all at the same height in the trees? Do all birds’ nests look the same? 

 

 

 

Spark interest and intrigue before going outside; 

 Treasure map: Give pupils a hand drawn treasure map to follow that leads them to 

Daubeney Fields. Can pupils find their way there? Ask pupils to follow the map to 

lead the class out to the site. 

 Secret diary: Leave a secret diary entry from a fictional character that explains their 

walk to the park, read it to them to get pupils excited about what they might see on 

the way. 

 Photo challenge: Show pupils a series of photos of their local area taken from 

strange angles. Can pupils guess where the photos were taken and where they are 

going? 

 Leave a trail: One group leaves school ahead of the rest of the class and leaves a trail 

of natural objects for the rest of the class to follow to find their way to the park. 

 

Enthuse children and build anticipation for outdoor learning during the lesson; 

 

 Meet a tree activity: One child is blindfolded/ has eyes closed and must be led by a 

friend to meet a tree. The friend must walk the blindfolded partner around, avoiding 

objects and then encourage them to feel all around the tree (the bark, roots, plants at 

the base, branches etc.) before walking them back to the place they began. The 

blindfolded child must then decide which tree they “met”. 

 Find something interesting: ask pupils to go and collect something that is the size of 

their hand or smaller. Keep the criteria wide so pupils can find any object of interest to 

them. When they come back together, in pairs pupils can find one thing that’s the same 

Ideas for starter activities  

 



and one that’s different between their objects. This is a great activity that can then lead 

into many other activities such as; observational drawing, writing descriptions, music – 

what sounds can it produce? 

 Nature’s photo: Pupils work in pairs to complete this activity. One child (the camera) 

closes their eyes and the other (the photographer) leads them to a spot they would like 

the “camera” to take a photo of. The photographer tells the camera where and how long 

to focus on the spot (e.g., focus on the ground at your feet for 5 seconds). The camera 

opens their eyes and takes a mental image of what they see. Once the time is up, the 

camera closes their eyes and is led away by the photographer. Children can then either 

draw a picture of what they saw or orally describe to their partner in as much detail as 

possible what they saw. The photographer can share why they chose this spot to 

photograph.  

 Nature diary: This can be used as a way of recording the learning that’s taking place 

during outdoor sessions. At the beginning of every session, children could be introduced 

to the theme of lesson and then asked to record a question they would like answered, 

something they want to find out, anything they already know etc. Pupils can also use 

their nature diaries to make drawings, stick photos/ natural objects, and record any 

wildlife they find.   

 

The journey back to school  

 Wild wonders: Ask pupils to make a note of wildlife friendly things they spot on the 

journey to/from the park (e.g., a bird bath, bird feeder, bird box, flowers growing, a 

sign saying don’t litter, rubbish bins) 

 Local area campaigners: Pupils can photograph 

parts of their local area that need improvement 

either to help the people or the wildlife in the area. 

 Collecting memories: In a previous Art/ D+T lesson 

ask pupils to design and create collection bags/trays 

and then use these to collect objects from the 

outdoor lesson that they can use to remind them of 

their lesson in the park. 

 Detective walk: Ask pupils to walk the journey 

looking for signs of the seasons, natural things in a 

certain colour, signs of a certain animals etc. 

 Nature’s eyes: Give each child a toilet roll/kitchen 

roll tube to look through to focus their eyes on 

different aspects of the walk. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

September 2018 Event 

1st  Sept – 30th Organic September month 

3rd  – 7th  Sept Zero Waste Week 

15th  Sept Great British Clean Up Day 

18th  Sept World Water Monitoring Day 

21st  Sept Zero Emissions Day / International Day of Peace 

22nd  Sept World Car Free Day 

22ndSept – 7thOct British Food Fortnight 

29th  Sept World Rivers Day 

24th  Sept – 30thSept Recycle Week 

  

October 2018 Event 

1st  Oct World Habitat Day 

4th  Oct World Animal Day 

November 2018 Event 

17th – 26th Nov European Week for Waste Reduction 

December  2018 Event 

5th  Dec World Soil Day 

February2019 Event 

2nd  Feb World Wetlands Day 

25th – 10th Feb Fairtrade Fortnight 

March 2019 Event 

3rd  Mar World Wildlife Day 

14th  Mar International Day of Action for Rivers 

21st  Mar International Day of Forests 

22nd  Mar World Water Day 

30th  Mar Earth Hour 

April  2019 Event 

7th  Apr World Health Day 

22nd  Apr Earth Day 

23rd  Apr World Book Day 

May 2019 Event 

11th May World Fair Trade Day 
World Migratory Bird Day 

June 2019 Event 

5th  Jun World Environment Day 

8th  Jun World Oceans Day 

10th  Jun – 16th  Jun Bike Week 

Eco-calendar of nature/wildlife themed events 

 



 

The science curriculum offers many opportunities for learning outside the classroom so we 

have listed just a few here; 

 Water cycle and building a water filter: Collect water from the local canal and 

encourage discussion about the water cycle (and urban water cycle including sewage), 

water pollution, why the water might be polluted (rainwater run off containing 

petrol/chemicals from roads and industry, littering, boats etc.).  Pupils choose from a 

range of materials to try to build a water filter that cleans the water and then test it 

using water quality test strips. 

 Habitat hunt – explore the local area/Daubeney Fields (using the map and habitats of 

Daubeney Field worksheets in this education pack and on our website; 

https://ecoactive.org.uk/projects/access-nature-daubeney-fields) and marking on the 

map the location of different habitat types. Follow up: Explore each habitat in more 

detail, searching in microhabitats using appropriate equipment (bug pots, magnifying 

glasses, pooters, and pond dipping nets) to learn what plants and animals live there. 

 School grounds wildlife survey: Pupils make a map of their school grounds and mark on 

any wildlife they find in it and its location. Ask pupils to identify any areas of the school 

grounds that could be improved for wildlife, decide what they could do/ make (use the 

“encouraging wildlife in your school grounds” sheet for ideas). Example ideas include; 

building an invertebrate hotel, making bird feeders/ planting wildflower seed balls. In 

follow up lessons, pupils could then make these improvements.   

 Identify and name common plants in Daubeney Fields using the wildlife guides on the 

EcoACTIVE website, give pupils 5 different types of leaf collected from the park and ask 

them to walk around and find the tree they came from, sketch the leaf (encouraging 

pupils to use their observation and recording skills) and then use the tree guide to 

identify and name it. Pupils can upload their wildlife sightings to the EcoACTIVE website 

by clicking on the fantastic finds icon and completing the form. 

 Design a classification system for local plants and animals. Use the Daubeney wildlife 

guides to identify and name local plants and animals. Identify the key features of each 

plant/animal and sort them into groups with similar features to help build a physical 

classification key. Introduce this activity using the find something interesting activity 

(see starter activity ideas). This activity could be used in conjunction with study of 

prominent naturalists such as David Attenborough.  

 Fruits and seeds; pupils go and find different types of seeds in the park (including 

conkers, berries etc.) and then discuss what is different. Why are they different? Discuss 

different methods of dispersion (wind, animal, self). Using clay, pupils can then use 

natural materials to design their own seed. Extension; What would your seed look like if 

it was wind pollinated? Animal pollinated etc.? 

 Seasons photo diary: Throughout the seasons, return to the park to photograph the 

changes in the trees and plants e.g., autumn leaf colour and fruit production, winter leaf 

buds, spring blossom and catkins, summer leaves and flowers. Use the Field studies 

council “seasons” guides to look for signs of the season in the park.  

Science (and cross curricular) activities 



 Caring for wildlife/compare wild and domestic animals; Pupils consider the similarities 

and differences between wild animals and pets (e.g., both need food, water and air to 

survive, may eat the same kinds of food but wild animals find this for themselves). Pupils 

could then go out and look for signs of wild animals considering what they need to stay 

alive and healthy (a safe, undisturbed, clean habitat away from predators and humans); 

can they identify all the animals in a park food chain? Pupils could then produce a “how 

to look after me” advice sheet (one for a pet and one for a wild animal) to compare their 

different needs. E.g.; wild animals – don’t touch us, leave our habitat litter free and 

undisturbed, take care when passing through, don’t make too much noise, returning 

animals to their natural habitat if harmed). 

 Animals and nutrition/food chains Make fake animal poo (scientific name; scats) using 

cocoa powder and porridge oats mixed with a bit of water and shaped to the desired 

shape. Pupils could add other ingredients according to what kind of food the animal 

might eat. For example, a herbivore’s scat might have bits of grass, plant material inside, 

a carnivore’s might have sticks (to represent animal’s bones) or feathers inside, an 

omnivore would have some of both. Pupils could then go outside and look for signs of 

wildlife (footprints, nests, spider webs, animal scats). 

 Life cycles:  Go on a pond dipping activity where pupils collect invertebrates from the 

water surface on the canal or river Lee. Aquatic life is a great place to explore 

invertebrates and life cycles as you may find the nymph, larvae and adults in the same 

space or study the life cycle of frogs etc. 

 Animals and their adaptations: Explore each of the different habitats in Daubeney 

Fields. Record the wildlife you find in each habitat (name of the individual, number, 

distinguishing features, where you found them (in the tree tops, on the ground, water 

surface etc.). Pupils can then compare the different features that allow each animal to 

survive in that habitat. Focusing particularly on birds would be a good study example as 

they vary quite a lot depending on where they live, how they move and what they feed 

on (type of feet, beak shape and size, feathers).  

 Everyday materials and their properties: Encourage pupils to find objects that have 

certain properties e.g. rough, soft, strong, durable, flexible etc. Extra challenge: Ask 

pupils to design and construct something in the park e.g. a shelter encouraging them to 

think about their choice of materials and the properties of the materials used. 

 Plants: Use the wildlife guides to 

identify plants in the park. Pupils can 

then dissect the plant and label the 

parts of it (root, leaves, stem, flower 

etc.). Similarly, they can do dissect 

the parts of a flower. Give each child 

a piece of cardboard with a strip of 

Sellotape on it. Can pupils dissect the 

different parts of a flower and label 

it? 

 



 

Here is a list of techniques you can use when looking for invertebrates (a great group to 

study for classification keys as you are almost always guaranteed to find some!).  The ideas 

also tell you about some simple pieces of scientific equipment you can make easily with you 

class. 

 

1. Shake and catch tree fall: Hold a white sheet under a branch and shake the branch 

gently – collect the animals that fall onto the sheet. Put them in small pots to observe 

and identify them. Use a paintbrush to sweep them up without harming them. 

2. Pooters – make your own pooter (see list of activity sheets here; 

http://www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/activity-sheets) 

3. Make a pitfall trap by placing some old fruit in a yoghurt pot and leaving this yoghurt 

pot sunk into the ground overnight. In the morning, see what has fallen into the trap. 

4. Make a footprint trap: Leave large sand trays out overnight with a bowl of dog food in 

the middle. Any animals coming to eat the food overnight will hopefully leave footprints 

in the sand. Use animal tracks charts to see whose footprints it is. For best results make 

sure the sand is slightly damp. Warning: It can be difficult to see the footprints so it is 

worth trying alongside the potato trap to ensure you get something to look at. 

5. Sweep netting technique: Make your own sweep net using an old pillowcase or plastic 

bag attached with parcel tape to a wire coat hanger (stretched into the shape of a 

diamond). Alternatively buy sweep nets and use these to gently sweep through bushes 

and long grass. Observe, identify and record the invertebrates you catch inside. 

6. Bug hunt: Turn over dead wood, stones to see what lives underneath, dig partly into 

the soil, look on the underside of leaves and bark 

7. Make a potato trap: Place baked potatoes in a slightly covered, undisturbed place for 

24 hours.  Cut the potatoes in half and place them on the ground cut side up. You 

should find some invertebrates have eaten inside. Use cocktail sticks to try to find them. 

Science techniques for invertebrate hunts 



 

We have created a separate table for EYFS activity ideas, Key Stage 1 (KS1) English and 

Maths and Key Stage 2 (KS2) English and Maths. As we feel most activities could be adapted 

to suit all ages and key stages, we have also created a joint KS1 and KS2 table of ideas for 

the other curriculum subjects. Please browse through each table to gain ideas for curriculum 

linked activities. 

Communication 
and language 
ELG:1,2,3 

 

Listening and attention: Children find a spot outside in the park and listen with 
their eyes closed for a few minutes to hear the different sounds of the park. 
Pupils then share what they heard. Can they recreate the sounds of the park 
using musical instruments? 
 
Understanding: Ask the children to tell you some of the rules to stay safe when 
learning outdoors to check their understanding of how to stay safe and care for 
the wildlife. 
 
Speaking and listening: Children each collect one natural object of their choice 
and place it on a mat in the centre of a circle. Children then take it in turns to 
describe the object (without naming it). Can the other children guess which 
object they are describing?  
 

Physical 
development 
ELG: 4,5 

Moving and handling: Using magnifying glasses, pooters and trowels to carry out 
a mini-beast bug hunt. 
 
Health and self-care: Allowing children to make choices about the clothes they 
wear when going outside. Ask children to draw a picture of what they will wear if 
they go outside in the sun/rain etc. 
 
Health and self-care: Teaching children about the no pick no lick rule (see top tips 
for teaching outdoors) so they are responsible for washing their own hands after 
learning outdoors. 
 

Personal, social 
and emotional 
development 

Self-confidence and self-awareness: Providing tasks that build on the child’s 
existing skills but challenge them to try new things/work in a group. Examples; 
run a mini-beast hunt (can they hold a woodlouse?), simple go and find activity 
(go and find something red etc.), working with their class can they use natural 
objects to build a fairy house/woodland character. 
 
Clay faces: Give each child a ball of clay to make a face shape and then ask them 
to use natural materials to make a woodland character/explain how they feel 
about the day’s learning. 
 

Literacy 
ELG: 9,10 

Reading: Use popular stories and act them out in the park, find objects from 
stories in the park, e.g.; stick man- create your own stick man then tell the story 
of stick man. 

Curriculum links: EYFS 



Sticky words: Children can practice their letter formation using sticks to 
make/build their name and other words. What is the minimum number of sticks 
they can use? Add flowers and other objects and stick to coloured card to record 
their learning.  
 

Letter and grapheme hunt: Hide words/graphemes outside along a trail and ask 
pupils to go through the trail reading the words/sounding out the graphemes. 
 
How many letters? Place letters or words in the park. As a team, pupils run to 
collect as many letters as possible in a given period. Pupils then count their 
letters/ words and read them out. Can they find objects in the park beginning 
with those letters? Link this to animals and how they compete for a limited food 
source- how many letters can you collect? 
 

Maths 
ELG: 11,12 

Numbers: Count number of petals on flowers- do all flowers have the same 
number? Can pupils create a number line using natural objects to represent each 
number e.g. collect one brown leaf, 2 green leaves, 3 pine cones etc.? 
 
Shape space and measures: Look at tree leaf shapes and describe and compare 
them. Sorting objects according to size/shape etc. 
 

Understanding the 
world 
ELG: 13,14,15,16 

People and communities: Pupils look for similarities and differences between 
leaves of the same tree, between insects within the same family (e.g. beetles). 
Use this to discuss how we are also all unique and different. 
 
The world: Place some different coloured “caterpillars” (bits of wool) in different 
areas of the park. Children try to find them. Use this to discuss why animals might 
be different colours and how they use camouflage. 
 
Observing: Kitchen roll binoculars; children use old kitchen rolls to do a walk 
around the park- this focuses their observations into a smaller range. Draw 
pictures of what they find. 
 
Observing: See the nature’s photo starter activity. 
 

Expressive art and 
design 
ELG:  16,17 

Exploring and using media and materials: Pupils collect natural materials to make 
shelters, create models of animals using clay and natural materials. 
 
Being imaginative:  Role play. Take pupils on a walk of the park imagining they 
are different animals. What does a bird look for in the park? What does a park 
look like to an ant? What can they see around them? Will these things seem big 
or small to them if they are minibeasts? Create opportunities to make sounds, use 
different movements and introduce different descriptive words.  
 

Musical instruments: Pupils make music using natural materials and note the 
different sounds produced from different materials. Fill a plastic bottle with 
pebbles/ sticks to make a rain maker/musical shaker. 



 

Subject 
 

Activity idea 

English 
 
Spoken Ask 
relevant questions 
to extend their 
understanding and 
knowledge, 
articulate and 
justify answers, 
arguments and 
opinions, give well-
structured 
descriptions, 
explanations and 
narratives for 
different purposes, 
including for 
expressing feelings, 
participate in 
discussions, 
presentations, 
performances, role 
play, 
improvisations and 
debates  
 

Word reading Respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes for all 40+ 
phonemes. 
 

 Word/grapheme hunt. Pupils pick a word/grapheme card from a bag and 
then must find the corresponding object in nature/ an object with that 
grapheme in it e.g., “oa” – boat, oo- wood 

 Alphabet order Place letters of the alphabet in an area of the park/school 
grounds and ask pupils to find all the letters. Can they correctly order them? 
Can they find and collect an object beginning with each letter of the alphabet? 
 

Reading comprehension  
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding, 
Discussing sequence of events in books 
 

 Read a range of poems, stories and non-fiction outdoors to give context to 
what they are reading. Use the local area/ nature to build scenes for the 
books and use drama to act out familiar texts. 

 Story sequence line Photocopy pages of a book and peg each page onto a line 
outside after reading it so children understand the sequence of events in a 
story. Can pupils act out parts of the story? 

 
Writing Transcription Adding suffixes using the spelling rule for adding –s or –es 
as the plural marker for nouns  
 

 “Treasure” collection challenge Give pupils a 5 minute challenge to see how 
many natural objects “treasures” they can find. Pupils must then write a 
record of all the treasure they collected including how many of each they got 
using the correct suffix spelling for plurals e.g., 2 leaves, 5 sticks etc. 
 

Writing composition Writing narratives about personal experience, about real 
events, for different purposes, poetry 
 

 Personal experiences Write a narrative about a trip in the local area. 

 Information sheet Create a “how to care for wildlife” fact file following some 
outdoor habitat and wildlife investigation work. 

 Litter pick campaign Carry out a litter pick in your local area, pupils could then 
make a poster, choose another form of writing to show what they found and 
encourage others not to litter.  

 
Writing; vocabulary, grammar and punctuation Using expanded noun phrases to 
describe and specify. 
 

KS1 English and Maths 



 Play I spy or a “go and find” type activity using expanded noun phrases E.g., 
go and find the bright, blue flower or nature inspired kennings. E.g., go and 
find the black, hopping worm hunter (a black bird), the yellow, creeping sun 
seeker (a dandelion). Can pupils create their own kennings? 

 Nature’s story bag: Ask children to collect a natural object from the park or 
paint pebbles with different pictures on and put in a mystery bag. Each child 
must contribute a line to a story based on the picture shown on the 
pebble/object they have chosen.  
 

Maths Geometry Use mathematical vocabulary to describe position, direction and 
movement including movement in a straight line. 
 

 Obstacle course Set out an obstacle course in the school grounds/park and 
ask pupils to direct a friend around the course using the correct vocabulary 
 

Geometry Recognise and name common 2-D and 3-D shapes, identify 2-D shapes 
on the surface of 3-D shapes, compare and sort common 2-D and 3-D shapes and 
everyday objects, draw 2-D shapes and make 3-D shapes using modelling 
materials; recognise 3-D shapes in different orientations and describe them 
 

 Shape makers Give pupils a choice of natural and PE equipment (cones, ropes 
etc.). Ask pupils to create 2-D shapes using their choice of materials. This is a 
great way to encourage a maths discussion about the properties of shapes 
and address any misconceptions. Challenge pupils to make as many different 
shapes as they can.  

 Shape watchers Look for shapes within shapes in natural and built 
environment. 

 Clay models Collect natural materials and use clay to construct 3-D shapes 
and describe them 

 
Number and place value Identify and represent numbers using objects and 
pictorial representations including the number line, and use the language of: 
equal to, more than, less than (fewer), most, least 
 

 School grounds detectives In the school grounds or park, count leaves, trees 
plants and other natural objects. Write how many of each object they find on 
a tag and tie the tags along a line to create a number line. Can pupils correctly 
sequence these numbers, find one/ten more/less than and compare findings 
using the correct language (fewer/more than etc.) 

 
Number and place value Count in multiples of 2s, 5s and 10s  
Solve problems using concrete and pictorial representations including missing 
number problems.  
 

 Leaf count Use different kinds of leaf to assist counting in multiples e.g. A 
horse chestnut leaf has 5 lobes, an ash leaf can have 9 leaflets.  



 What’s the number? Create missing number problems using natural materials 
to represent numbers. 

 
Statistics Interpret and construct simple pictograms, tally charts, block diagrams 
and simple tables. Ask and answer simple questions by counting the number of 
objects in each category and sorting the categories by quantity. Ask and answer 
questions about totalling and comparing categorical data 
 

 Wildlife exploration/litter pick: After completing one of these activities, 
pupils could use pictograms, tally charts and simple tables to record their 
results and ask and answer questions based on their results. 

 
Measurement Begin to record the following:  lengths and heights 
 

 How tall is my plant? Pupils can plant some seeds and watch them grow. Ask 
them to measure the height of the plants at different points in its life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Subject Activity idea 

English 
 

Reading comprehension; increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, 
including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally 
 

 Use the local area and Daubeney Fields to recreate scenes from books. Use 
drama and role play to act out the scenes. 

 
Writing composition; plan their writing by: identifying the audience for and 
purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 
 

 Writing advice sheets (how to care for wild animals, tree care guides) – this is 
an excellent follow up after an initial park visit and links to computing as pupils 
must choose appropriate sources from internet research to research facts that 
will help them with their advice sheets. 

 Write a persuasive letter: Do a litter pick of the local area, record on a map the 
sites most badly affected and write a letter to local residents to persuade them 
to stop littering. 

 Write to the local council highlighting the importance of Daubeney Fields to 
people and wildlife. Explain the problems you have found in the local area 
(littering etc.). Design a campaign and ask pupils to challenge the council, what 
are you doing? 

 Story writing: Make a trip to the park and investigate the variety of 
invertebrates you can find in the soil (worms etc.), under logs (ants, woodlice, 
slugs, snails, spiders), on plants (bees, butterflies etc.). Pupils should observe 
the different ways these invertebrates move and how they protect themselves 
from predators (e.g., hiding under logs, in their shells, in the ground, 
camouflage and colour to confuse predators). Follow up on this through a 
creative writing exercise where pupils imagine one day they woke up and their 
skeleton was gone, where did they go? How did they move? How did they 
protect themselves etc.?  

 Secret diary: Following a habitat exploration (searching for birds, plants, trees, 
invertebrates), pupils write their own secret diary entry of their journey into 
the wild as a poem, story, recount etc. 

 Collective noun faking: Explore the collective noun names for park wildlife (a 
parliament of owls, a storytelling of rooks, an army of frogs, and a prickle of 
hedgehogs. These are real names for groups of animals based on their qualities 
and behaviours. After observing wildlife in the park, can pupils create their own 
collective nouns? 

 Nature kennings scavenger hunt: Share a list of enigmatic names for places 
and wildlife that you might see on the way to park e.g. strong, tall light giver 
(street lamp), large, red people carrier (bus), grey, fluffy acorn hider (squirrel). 
Can pupils correctly guess what the place/wildlife is and create their own 
cryptic clues for the way home? 

Speaking: Explain and discuss their understanding including through formal 
presentations and debates 

KS2 English and Maths 



 Use the “encouraging wildlife to your school grounds” sheet as a basis. Ask 
pupils to debate in groups the pros and cons of making each physical change to 
the school. Why might installing a pond not be a good idea? 
 

Maths Statistics; Interpret and present data using bar charts, pictograms and tables, solve 
one and two step questions using information presented 
 

 Venn diagrams of similarities and differences between animals/plants 

 Go and do a local habitat study and record the species and number of 
individuals found. Pupils choose an appropriate way to record their results and 
then perform calculations to work out which habitat is best for wildlife and 
supports the greatest variety. Follow up work; pupils could produce graphs, 
tally charts, bar charts etc. to share their learning. 

 
Number: Multiplication and division 
Measurement: Estimate, compare and calculate different measures 

 

 Taking a small sample then scaling up, multiplying and estimating a larger 
sample size (e.g. number of leaves on a tree).  

 Measuring tree height: Walk away from the tree trunk, stopping to look upside 
down between your legs to see when you can see the very top of the tree. At 
this point measure the distance from the tree trunk to where you are standing. 
Add the length of your leg and this will tell you the height of the tree. Can they 
estimate, compare and then measure the height of trees in the park? 

 Measure girth of trees. 

 Calculating the age of trees- Trees grow at different rates but on average tree 
girth (the width around the trunk) increases by 2.5 cm each year. Measure the 
girth of the tree trunk at 1.5m above the ground. Divide this measurement by 
2.5 and this should give you a relatively accurate estimate of the tree’s age. The 
other way to do it if you find a cut tree trunk is to count the number of rings. 

 Calculating area: Go to the orchard in Daubeney Fields and ask pupils to work 
out the area of it. Pupils could then measure the distance between each 
planted tree and work out the average distance between the planted trees. 
Using this knowledge of how much space a tree needs to grow in the orchard, 
could any more trees be planted here? Plot the trees on a map/squared paper. 
Follow up work: Use the tree ID guide to try to correctly identify the trees in 
the orchard. Could they write instructions to someone  

 Lines of symmetry: Look for items in the outdoors with no, 1, and 2 lines of 
symmetry and discuss how this facilitates identification of many species (real 
world application). 

 

 

 

 



 

History A local history study;  

 Invite local history group U3A to come and meet the class and talk about the 
history of the local area. 

 Explore the canal and along the river Lee looking for signs of past and present 
use. Carry out a survey of how the canal is used today, research uses of the 
canal in the past. Has this changed? 

 Research stories, photos and pictures of local area and place in chronological 
order 

 Stories from a tree; calculate the age of a tree near your school and then 
research what life was like during the time the tree was first planted. Compare 
this to modern life and ask pupils to imagine the changes the tree must have 
“seen”.  Do some creative writing titled “If trees could talk”. 

 Our school: Use old maps of the school ground to look for evidence of past 
development on school site. 
 

Changes in living memory  

 Rubbish and waste: Research changes in the way people dispose of waste and 
their consumer habits. Are we more throwaway now than before? How did 
people dispose of waste in the Victorian era compared to now? Find out about 
the history of recycling. 

 Pollution and land use changes; Study changing attitudes to air and water 
pollution – has air pollution increased? What changes have occurred in the 
local area that might lead to this? Research change in land use within Hackney. 
During the Industrial Revolution the tree, London Plane was the most common 
as it was able to shed its bark and withstand poor air quality. 

 Romans and plant use: Research how the romans and people in the past have 
used plants e.g. for food, medicine, clothes as air freshener. Can you make an 
old roman herb recipe? Study the use of plants through history. 
 

Geography Using maps to locate and describe features studied. 

 Map my journey: Pupils map their journey to Daubeney Fields/school and 
create a key to identify any features of interest.  

 
Use the eight points of a compass, 4 and 6 figure grid references, symbols and key  

 Mark out an orienteering course on Daubeney Fields where pupils visit each of 
the 7 habitats in the park and use a compass to guide them to the next point. 

 Use the mapping worksheet in this pack to draw a map of the park and use a 
key to identify the features in it (including the location of different habitats and 
trees/plants). Can they give the grid references for each feature? 

 
Observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the local area 
using a range of methods 

 Explore land use: in the different areas of the park and surrounding area. 
Place knowledge 

Ideas for other curriculum subjects (KS1/KS2) 



 Bird migration routes: Use this website 
(https://www.bto.org/science/migration/tracking-studies/cuckoo-tracking/PJ) 
OR  https://www.bto.org/science/migration/tracking-studies  to track a 
migratory bird species as it makes the journey from its over wintering ground 
to its summer breeding ground. Plot its journey on a map and determine the 
distance it flies and how long it takes to do this. Pupils could then research and 
compare/ contrast the differences between the summer and winter grounds 
and suggest reasons why birds make this huge journey. 

 

Art and design Learning about great artists in history.  

 Natural art; Emulating specific artists e.g. Andy Goldsworthy. Collect natural 
materials and make natural art. 

 Nature mandalas 
 

Using a range of techniques and media.  

 Make a 3D model using clay and carving techniques to create one of the 
animals they saw during a habitat hunt.   

 Make a natural paintbrush; Use natural materials to make a paintbrush. 

 Mud paint; Explore that all soil is not the same by collecting soil from different 
parts of the park, mixing it with a bit of water and some paint powder to make 
mud paint. Do all the paints look the same? 

 Create sketch books to record observations of nature and use them to review 
and revisit ideas. 

 Shadow drawing- explore how the sun moves across the sky and casts shadows 
by creating shadow drawings. Stick a plant in the ground with white paper and 
a clipboard on the ground behind it. Come back to it later in the day, draw the 
shadow the plant makes on paper. Return later and draw the position of the 
new shadow in a different colour. See what patterns you can make. 

 Wildflower pressing; Use the plant ID guide to go and identify wildflowers in 
Daubeney Fields, collect some for flower pressing and use in art. 

 Sunography; Explore how photos are created by using special sonography 
paper to take sun prints/photos of natural objects. Choose an object e.g. leaf, 
feather and place the object onto the special, sunlight sensitive paper. Leave it 
in the sun to develop. 

 Make pigments and dyes from natural materials.  

 Leaf prints; Cover a leaf/flower with a piece of cotton/silk and then hit the 
cotton using a wooden mallet to extract the natural dye out of the leaf and 
leave a pattern on the cotton. 
 

Music Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes. 
Experiment with create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related 
dimensions of music 
 Create a musical performance outdoors by investigating the sounds and tones 

made my natural materials. Can children use them to create a piece of music? 

 Making instruments from nature. Collect natural materials and build a musical 
instrument.  

https://www.bto.org/science/migration/tracking-studies/cuckoo-tracking/PJ
https://www.bto.org/science/migration/tracking-studies


 
Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 

 Sound mapping: Give each child a piece of paper with an X in the middle. Ask 
pupils to find a space, sit in silence and then close their eyes and listen to all the 
sounds around them for 2 minutes. Pupils mark on their paper the sound and 
location of each sound.  
 

Languages Broaden their vocabulary 
Do an autumn leaves walk outdoors and ask pupils to spot the colours in the park 
and say them in different languages 
 
Verb action; Pupils get into a space and listen for instructions in the selected 
language then must complete the action e.g. jump, walk, run, stop 
 

Design and 
technology 

Select from and use a range of tools and equipment  
Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of innovative, 
functional, appealing products which are fit for purpose. 

 Elder pencil; This activity is better for small groups of pupils. Use a whittling 
knife to make a point on an elder twig. Use a skewer to poke out the inside of 
the twig (pith) leaving a hollow stem. Replace this with some charcoal to make 
a pencil. 

 Design and build an invertebrate home for your school grounds 

 Design and build a bird feeder from waste materials. 
 
Build structures explaining how they can be made stronger, stiffer and more stable 
 

 Build a bird’s nest: Introduce the topic of nests and why birds use them (to 
protect the eggs, keep the young warm, sheltered, protected from predators). 
Ask pupils to choose appropriate materials in the park to build a bird’s nest 
thinking about the properties of the materials they choose (light, strong, 
waterproof, warm) and the needs of a nest (to protect the eggs, keep the birds 
dry and warm, be strong enough to withstand wind and storms). 

 

 Junk modelling habitats: Can pupils use waste materials to recreate the habitat 
they were investigating and then create an information leaflet that informs 
people about the habitat and type of wildlife they might find there? 

 
Investigate and analyse a range of existing products 

 Biomimicry in product design e.g. research products that were inspired by 
nature such as; airplanes and bird wings, Velcro and Burdock plant. 

 

Computing Use technology safely and respectfully  

 Fantastic finds; Take photos of any plants or animals that you find when 
investigating your local area and upload these to the EcoACTIVE website to 
record your wildlife sighting.  

 Meet the tree game: After playing meet the tree pupils work to “code” the 
journey they took to get to the tree.  



 
Understand what algorithm are, how they are implemented as programs on 
digital devices, Using logical reasoning to explain how simple algorithms work 
and to detect and correct errors in algorithms and programs 

 Waggle dance: Cross curricular link to learning how bees communicate through 
the waggle dance.  Place pictures of flowers around the school grounds (within 
sight of the group). Split children into groups. Hand one child in each group a 
picture that matches one of the flowers laid out on the playground.  Using 
simple instructions (e.g. forward 5 steps) pupils must direct their group to the 
flower. Can the group write the code for the route to their flower? Extension: 
Can pupils do this without talking – design another communication method e.g. 
a head nod = go forward. Stamp your feet= stop. 

 Obstacle course Set out an obstacle course in the school grounds/park and ask 
pupils to direct a friend around the course using the correct vocabulary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Complete the find something interesting activity (see starter activities). Ask pairs to 

choose one of their objects to keep for some poetry/expanded noun phrase work.  

 

 Depending on age of the children, ask each pair to think of a simple description/ 

expanded noun phrase to describe their object e.g.; pine cone = brown, spiky seed 

maker. Pupils then write a 4 sentence poem (which can later be edited and improved) 

titled “Look what I found”. Extension challenge; Can pupils write a poem that has a 

statement, exclamation, command and question in it? 

 

 To support reluctant writer; introduce the poem through music by making their object 

descriptions into a chant. Each pair thinks of a rhythm that connects to their description 

(e.g. clapping the syllables of their description, stamping their feet etc.). Perform their 

chants as a musical round where one pair starts their chant and continues as the next 

pair start theirs all the way to the end. This rhythmical round can support pupils to 

understand the rules of some forms of poetry and allow them to get ideas from others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worksheets and resources  

English: Writing poetry 

English curriculum links: 
Writing composition  

 Taught to write by composing a sentence orally before writing it  

 Read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher 

 Making simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing (plan, draft, 
evaluate and edit 

Writing- vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 

 Use sentences with different forms (statement, question, exclamation, command) 

 Progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of 
sentence structures (KS2)   

Look what I found 

Line 1 (The object) A beetle 

Line 2 (A description of the object) A green, 
shiny, leaf eater, 

Line 3 (Where you found it) Scurrying under 
the tree,  

Line 4 (Question/statement about it) Where 
are its friends? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Can you find…?  
 

  
A flower with 5 petals? 
 

 

  
A circle?  
 

 

  
The tallest tree?  
 

 

  
A rectangle?  
 

 

  
A triangle? 
 

 

  
4 stones? 
 

 

  
3 leaves?  
 

 

  
6 sticks?  
 

 

Numeracy Worksheet EYFS 

Curriculum links: Numbers, shape, space and measure. Taking maths outdoors! Pupils will be 

encouraged to recognise patterns and shapes and introduced to use of non-standard units of 

measure. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outdoor Maths Worksheet KS2 
Pupils will explore Daubeney Fields completing maths challenges along the way! 

Finding angles, measuring perimeters, doing sums and calculating areas. 

 

 

Activity Guide 

Challenge 1: Make a prism or a cube 

 

Challenge 2: Right angle competition. Create a square out of sticks. Make some more 

squares and rectangles inside. How many rights angles can you make? 

 

 

How many right angles are in your 

shape? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Where in Daubeney Fields did you 
find it? 

  
 

 

Perpendicular 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Parallel 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Challenge 3: How many perpendicular and parallel lines can you find in Daubeney Fields? 

 

Challenge 4: make a SYMMETRICAL shape  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Where in Daubeney Fields did you 
find it? 

  
 

 

Acute 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Obtuse 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Reflex 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Challenge 5: how many ACUTE, OBTUSE and REFLEX angles can you find in Daubeney 

Fields 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Seasons Worksheet 

 

 

Curriculum link: Science, seasonal changes. Pupils will learn to identify seasonal changes, using 

scientific equipment, such as thermometers, to make displays about the weather. Your class 

can make repeated visits throughout the year to see how Daubeney Fields changes.  

Look around Daubeney Fields and answer these questions.  

What season are we in? 
 
  

Are there leaves on the trees? What colours are they? 
 
 
Are there leaves on the ground? What colours are they?  
 
 
  

Can you describe the weather?  
 
 
  

Are there any flowers in Daubeney Fields? Describe them.  
 
 
  

What else can you see or feel that helps you to understand what season it is?  
 
 
  

What temperature is it? 
 
 
  



Tree classification chart example 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

1     

 
2      

3      

4      

5      

6      

               A                              B                           C                      D                                  E                          F 

Challenge your group to draw a map of Daubeney Fields. You can make it as simple or as difficult as you think is suitable for your class. Include keys, compass markings, grid 

references etc. to make their maps more accurate. Can they map the different habitats on the map too? 

 

Mapping Worksheet 

Draw a map of Daubeney Fields. Include a KEY, GRID REFERENCES and find where NORTH is.  



Wildlife Investigation and Habitat hunt 



The orchard in Daubeney Fields was planted by the Tree Musketeers in 2008. This project 

allows many opportunities for cross curricular learning including English, Maths, 

Geography, D+T, PSHE, and Science. These are list of suggested activities and can be done 

in any order or adapted to suit the age. 

Activity 1: Pupils could be introduced to the topic of orchards by tasting the products of 

orchards (apples, cherries, plums, apple juice, jams, chutneys etc.). Invite someone from a 

local orchard in to talk to the pupils about how orchards are managed, what they are etc. 

Activity 2: Maths (measuring the area of the orchard, number of trees in it, different type of 

trees in it, deciding the average area one individual tree needs to grow, calculating if there is 

space to add any more trees and how many they could add before the trees don’t have 

enough space to grow strong and healthy). 

Activity 3: Researching how rain water can be captured and used in gardening. Compare 

and contrast the local climate to ones in other areas of the world (e.g., how do people 

capture and harvest water in countries of frequent drought?). 

Activity 4: Designing their own rainwater harvesting system and writing to the council to ask 

if one could be installed in the park so that the orchard could be better maintained, share 

their ideas with others. 

Activity 5: Create a fundraising challenge that the class completes to raise funds to buy the 

materials to build or buy their own rainwater harvesting system. 

Activity 6: Research how to care for young trees (mulching, staking and caging young trees, 

pruning, watering, removing weeds, litter free area etc.). Create a tree care guide that can 

be attached to the trees in the orchard to teach others how to look after trees. 

Activity 7: Use tree ID guides to help pupils identify the trees in the orchard. Can they create 

a classification key to help them identify the similarities and differences between the 

different species? Alternatively ask pupils to make observational drawings of the different 

kinds of leaf to make an art display to teach others. 

Activity 8: Wildlife spotting – go and investigate what lives in the orchard (search on the 

grass, at the hedges and shrubs at the borders, in the soil, on the leaves, birds flying 

overhead).  

Activity 9: If there is any fruit available pupils could pick some and cook with it or simply buy 

some apples, cherries, plums etc. and use these ingredients to cook something (fruit salad, 

apple muffins, jam etc.). 

Activity 10: Identify any problems with the area (anti-social behaviour, littering, and dog 

mess) and design posters/a campaign to reduce or eliminate these problems. Could the 

class carry out a litter pick? 

Project work: The orchard 



First, you need: A mixing bowl, lard or suet, currants, bird seed 
mix, saucepan, spoon, string or twine, old yoghurt pots (or a bird 
feeder to put the suet balls in). 
Directions:  

 Mix all your dry ingredients together in a bowl. 

 Melt some lard or suet in a pan and add the dry mix. Stir 
well until the fat has all been absorbed and the mixture 
sticks together. Roll and shape into balls. 

Yoghurt pot method: 

 Make a hole in the bottom of a yoghurt pot and thread 
through a length of twine or string, and then pack the pot 
with your warm fat mixture.  

 Place in the fridge overnight to set, then cut through and 
peel away the pot. Tie a big knot at one end of the twine 
to secure the cake. 

 Hang the cake in a tree or shrub and wait for the birds to 
come and feast. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

        

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are many things that you can do to encourage wildlife into your school grounds. Take a look at 

some ideas here. Involving the children and families in the planning phase of developing the school 

grounds is a great way to build community engagement with the school and the local community. 

 

Encouraging wildlife in your school grounds 

First, you need: Soil, clay, wildflower seed mix, tray  

Directions: 

 Take a ball of clay and shape it to make a bowl shape. 

 Put some compost/soil in the bowl and add some seeds. 

 Close up the bowl to make a ball shape with a clay 

exterior.  

 When ready to plant; choose an area that will not be 

disturbed and isn’t totally shaded. Either place the seed 

ball carefully on the ground or gently throw them. Don’t 

bury them and don’t water them. Once it rains the water 

will break down the clay, allowing the seed to grow. 

 

Wildflower seed balls 

Make bird suet balls 

Build and install 

bird and bat boxes 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Build a mini pond/ bird path (https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/give-nature-a-home-in-

your-garden/garden-activities/createaminipond/ 

 Leave areas of your school grounds wild to see what grows.  

 Plant wildlife friendly seeds. Here’s a link to find out what to plant during the year: 

https://www.dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife_friendlyplant_list.html  

 Leave log pile to aid minibeast hunting in the school. 

 

 

First you need: Plastic containers, e.g. 2 litre bottles with 
the ends cut off, large yoghurt pots, string, twigs, dried 
leaves and other natural materials, newspapers, 
magazines, cardboard. 
Directions:  

 Cut the ends off the plastic bottle and then fill with 
natural materials.  

 Roll up pages of magazines, newspapers and 

cardboard and add these into the pot. 

 Tie some string around the pots and then secure to 

a tree and wait for the invertebrates to come. 

 More information here; 

https://www.redtedart.com/simple-bug-hotel-for-

kids/ 

 

 

 

Make a portable bug hotel 

Stag beetle larvae can live for over 4 years under the ground, 

feeding on dead, rotting wood. Stag beetles are a rare and 

protected species so digging holes and placing dead wood into 

the ground will provide a habitat and food source for 

developing young. 

 

Build a stag beetle loggery 

First you need: Kitchen or toilet roll (or pine cone), peanut butter 
or honey, bird seed mix, knife, plate, string and scissors, 2 twigs 
Directions: 

 Cut two holes in the top of the toilet roll and attach string 
through it.  

 Spread honey or peanut butter along the length of the roll and 

then roll in a plate of bird seed to cover it. 

 Make 2 holes in the bottom of the roll and place 2 twigs 

through them for birds to perch on. 

Toilet roll bird feeder 

Other suggestions 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/give-nature-a-home-in-your-garden/garden-activities/createaminipond/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/give-nature-a-home-in-your-garden/garden-activities/createaminipond/
https://www.dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife_friendlyplant_list.html
https://www.redtedart.com/simple-bug-hotel-for-kids/
https://www.redtedart.com/simple-bug-hotel-for-kids/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First you will need; 3 or 4 old wooden pallets, Sticks, dried leaves, pine 
cones, bark, 2 litre plastic bottles, cardboard, bricks with holes in, old bits 
of ceramic, anything else you can find – bamboo with holes is great too. 

Instructions: Pupils can gather a range of natural materials ahead of 

building the invertebrate hotel and try a range of designs.  

Starting with the bottom layer, completely fill the wooden pallet with a 

mix of materials. Roll up cardboard and place instead the plastic bottles 

before placing into wooden pallets. Add one pallet at a time and fill the 

spaces with the materials. You can cover the top with roofing felt or a 

tarpaulin, soil and some wooden panels to use as a raised planting bed. 

 

Misconception; Children will commonly call all small minibeasts “insects” but this is not true. There are 

many different types of invertebrates including; arachnids, molluscs, earthworms (annelids), and insects. 

Invertebrates are a great group to study to support teaching of classification. Carry out an invertebrate 

investigation and encourage pupils to identify which group of invertebrates they have found; 

 Insects; have 3 body parts and 6 legs 

 Arachnids; 2 body parts, 8 legs 

 Molluscs; 1 body segment, no legs 

 Annelids (including earthworms); multiple body segments  

 

Making an invertebrate hotel 

Curriculum links: D+T, Science, PSHE  

 



 

Hedgerow: A mix of bushes and small trees that make a brilliant habitat for birds and 

invertebrates.  

Map of Daubeney Fields Hand drawn by Secil Erel 



 
 
 
 
This education pack is designed to give you some ideas you can use straight away to take 
learning outside the classroom. There are many great, free resources online and here are a 
few of our recommendations; 
 
1. RSPB: There are many resources, lesson plans and activities ready to use 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning 
2. Canal and river trust: https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/explorers/resources 
3. Nature detectives: Lots of activities and advice sheets on how to make things for wildlife 

e.g. butterfly feeders, pitfall traps https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/naturedetectives/ 
4. Creative Star: A website full of resources and cheat sheets created by Juliet Robertson, 

one of Scotland’s leading educational consultants in outdoor education and ex head 
teacher http://creativestarlearning.co.uk/resources/ 

5. Friends of the Earth: Lots of relevant campaigns pupils could get involved in including 
the Great British Bee Count https://friendsoftheearth.uk/ 

6. Nature Net: A comprehensive list of national days/ campaigns linked to environmental 
education. http://naturenet.net/education/dates.html 

7. RHS Garden related resources to help you with your garden 
https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/resources 
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/conservation-biodiversity/wildlife/perfect-for-
pollinators 

8. Wildlife watch: Guides on how to make wildlife friendly items e.g., bat and bird boxes. 
http://www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/ 

9. EcoACTIVE Education Downloadable resources to support learning outdoors 
https://ecoactive.org.uk/projects/access-nature-daubeney-fields 

10. National Association for Environmental Education A great pack full of ideas for each 
curriculum subject http://naee.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2015/06/NAEE_The_Environmental_Curriculum.pdf 

11. Field Studies Council A list of guides that you could order to help with identifying local 
wildlife https://www.field-studies-council.org/publications.aspx 
 

Useful links and resources 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/explorers/resources
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/naturedetectives/
http://creativestarlearning.co.uk/resources/
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/
http://naturenet.net/education/dates.html
https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/resources
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/conservation-biodiversity/wildlife/perfect-for-pollinators
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/conservation-biodiversity/wildlife/perfect-for-pollinators
http://www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/
https://ecoactive.org.uk/projects/access-nature-daubeney-fields
http://naee.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/NAEE_The_Environmental_Curriculum.pdf
http://naee.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/NAEE_The_Environmental_Curriculum.pdf
https://www.field-studies-council.org/publications.aspx

